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in the East Rand, should an Indian open a store. It would at once bring
up the whole question to the surface and enable the Indians to know
whether the flag which has hitherto been found to afford perfect protection
for physical liberty is still sufficient or not. It would also shew whether
the Indian is cowardly enough to be staggered by any such proceedings,
and skulk away from the country. So far, therefore, as the Indian him-
self is concerned, his position, we doubt not, will be infinitely strengthened
if the East Rand community accept the advice of our contemporary.
We may, however, remind it of a parallel that happened at Umtali some
years ago.1 An Indian was granted a license to trade there. The whole
of the European population turned out and threatened to burn down
the store and to wreak dire vengeance on the Indian himself, if he would
not close his store. Fortunately, single-handed as he was, he defied the
crowd, refused to close the store or to run away. In the meanwhile,
police assistance came, and the crowd, finding itself checkmated, with-
drew, leaving the Indian to carry on his trade peacefully. We present
this incident to our contemporary for reflection, and ask once more
whether the office of respectable journalism is to provoke breaches of law
or to inculcate order and good behaviour in the community in whose
interest it is published.
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759.   MR. DAN TAYLOR
At the same time that Mr. McLarty's motion was carried, Mr. Dan
Taylor, to the astonishment of all, made a very energetic speech, notify-
ing that he would move heaven and earth to see that Chinamen were
introduced into Natal in lieu of the Indians. Mr. Dan Taylor of 18962
was quite different from Mr. Dan Taylor of today. He was then an arch
agitator against Coloured labour in any shape or form. He inveighed
against the planters and was determined to throw the Indians, who had
then just arrived from India, overboard if they claimed the right to land
on the Natal shore. All this is history.3 But manners change with the times
and so do men, and Mr Dan Taylor now thinks that some Coloured labour
is absolutely essential for the prosperity of the Colony. And if he can
carry his proposal, we would certainly suggest that a vote of thanks be
given to him by the Indian community. He is against Indian labour
because he finds that the Indian Government will not allow the Indian
to be worked as a slave to the extent that would satisfy him. We are against
Indian labour under indenture because we consider that the form under
which the Indian is imported into the Colony is, in the words of the late
1  Vide Vol III, p. 57.
2  Vide Vol. II, p. 207.
3 The episode is described in detail in the "Memorial to Chamberlain5*, ibid,, p. 184 eiseq.